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Missions 
 
This month our mission focus is us and the Christmas missions we are sponsoring this year. 
 
 
ANGEL TREE 
 
As usual we have our Angel Tree.  It is in the Narthex and is decorated with ornaments with 
names, ages and sizes on it.  Please be sure to sign out the ornament you take and have the gifts 
back by the due date, which is posted on the sign out sheet.  Wrap your gifts and be sure to put 
your ornament on the outside of the package. 
 
 
RED BIRD MISSION 
 
You may have noticed the gift box in the Narthex that has been filling with unwrapped gifts.  
These are the gifts we will send to Red Bird Mission very soon.  Get these gifts in right away 
because they will be sent in the very beginning of December. We are collecting toys for children 
of all ages, gifts for mom and dad, Christian themed gifts for all family members, educational 
items, etc. 
 
 
WARM FUZZY TREE 
 
This year we are adding another Christmas tree to our gift giving efforts.  This tree is our "Warm 
Fuzzy Tree" and it will be decorated with hats, mittens, gloves, scarves, socks, etc. (anything 
warm or fuzzy) for those who will put these items to good use.  These 
items will go to Neighborhood Center or Christian Ministries in Camden, or both if we collect 
enough! 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

STOP SAVING CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS!!!! 
START SAVING THE UPC CODE AND CAMPBELL KID ON THE BACK 

OF THE LABELS!!!!!! 
 
Campbell Soup is not collecting the labels anymore.......BUT they are collecting the UPC code 
with the Campbell Kid on the back of the label.  Please save those for us.  They can be placed in 
the basket at the Graisbury Street entrance.  We appreciate your efforts. 
 

Linda Holonia 



Joe Corbis Pizza & Grandma Corbi Cookie Dough 
 
 
As the Holiday Season is upon us and prepare for the 
hustle and bustle of our changing routines, Joe Corbis can 
help solve the dinner dilemma on some of those busy 
evenings.  Joe Corbis offers a variety of pizza kits at a 
good price.  And why not buy a bucket of your favorite 
cookie dough from Grandma Corbi? 
 
 
The Corbis Sale will be running during the month of 
December (see Bulletin for exact dates) and it supports 
our Church Match Fund for our students attending 
Christian College. 
 
 
Order forms and pricing information will be available in the 
Narthex or contact Linda Holonia to place an order. 
 
Help support this endeavor by selling the pizza kits and 
cookie dough to your family, friends and co-workers and 
by purchasing some for yourself! 



The Real, Live Nativity 
 
Each December we present a live nativity on the lawn of our church celebrating the 
birth of our savior Jesus Christ.   Each year the play is narrated by a member of our 
church who reads the account directly from the gospels of Mathew and Luke.  Take 
time this month to quietly and prayfully consider the story of the nativity… 
 
 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
enrolled.  And all went to be enrolled, each to his own city.  And Joseph also went up 
from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be enrolled with Mary, 
his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to 
be delivered.  And she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling 
cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night.  And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with fear.  And the angel said to them, “Be not 
afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the 
people; for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  
And this will be a sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and 
lying in a manger.” 
 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom 
he is pleased!”  When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  And they went with haste, and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.  And when they saw it, they made known 
the saying which had been told them concerning this child; and all who heard it 
wondered at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary kept all these things, pondering 
them in her heart.  And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born 
king of the Jews?  For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him.”  
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and 
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Christ was to be born.  They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the 
prophet:’  And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will govern my people Israel.’” 
 
When the wise men heard the king, they went on their way; and lo, the star which they 
had seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the child 



was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going to the 
house they saw the child with Mary, his mother, and they fell down and worshipped 
him.  Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts: gold and frankincense and 
myrrh.  And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their 
own country by another way.    
 
Now, when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there till I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  And 
Joseph rose and took the child and his mother by night, and departed to Egypt, and 
remained there until the death of Herod.  
 
But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, saying, ”Rise, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for 
those who sought the child’s life are dead.”  And he rose and took the child and his 
mother, and went to the land of Israel.  And he went and dwelt in their own city, 
Nazareth. 
 
And the child grew and become strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was 
upon him. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Address Changes for 2 of our Shut-Ins 
 
During the months of September and October, 2006 we asked for all of you to send cards (along 
with prayers and maybe a phone call) to our 2 shut- ins Vera Thompson and Inza LaRagione.  
What we didn’t realize was that they have moved from their previous addresses.  Sorry for the 
inconvenience this may have caused.  Cards that have been returned because of wrong addresses 
may be sent to: 
 
Vera Thompson 
Woodbury Muse, Room 221 
122-124 Green Ave. 
Woodbury, NJ 08096 
Birthday: 6/5 
 
Inza LaRagione 
Masonic Home of New Jersey 
903 Jacksonville Road 
Burlington, NJ 08016 



 
 
 
 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
 1 
 2 
 2 
10 
12 
13 
13 
13 
14 
15 
16 

 
Frank Slattery 
Jeff Burrough 
Joan Windston 
Dan Arcaini 
Lois Reiter 
Sandy Albrecht 
Jim Toliver 
Jackie Warner 
Samantha Snyder 
Bill Soulliard 
Holly Fishwick 
 

 
18 
18 
20 
21 
26 
27 
28 
29 
29 
29 
30 
31 
 

 
Connie Ruoff 
Kendra Ruoff 
Kelsey Bowen 
Richard Williams 
Sean Reiter 
Jake Sturgis 
Jack Radley 
Carol Fennimore  
Joe Mannion 
Dot Pierce 
Heather Burdsall 
Michelle Strickland 

    
 

 DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

   8 Connie & Al Ruoff 
  18 Jen & Ed Smith 
  28 Holly & Jim Fishwick 

 
We have been collecting all of our congregation's birthdays and anniversaries.  This is 
an ongoing project, therefore, if you have not given your family’s special days to the 
church office, please place the information in the folder, (the mail slot) marked 
Birthdays and Anniversaries. 



 
Each month we are printing an article from the Interpreter - UMC’s Online Ministry: 
 
HOLIDAY:  Simply Night, Holy Night: Scaled-down Plans  Help Elevate the Holy 
 
Finding fewer blessings amid the holiday bustle?  This year slow down, spend less money and 
devote more time to prayer, personal time and projects that matter. 
 
Make spiritual life central.  Schedule time for a special service project or allot a special financial 
gift to your church or favorite charity.  Set aside time at work for prayer, Advent reading or quiet 
time with friends or family.  Fit your other holiday spending and events around these priorities. 
 
Give to those in need.  Set aside $.25 to $5.00 a day during Advent, and donate the total to a 
mission.  Ask children to wrap their good, used toys or games as gifts for children at domestic 
violence or homeless shelters.  Work with local agencies to shop for individuals and families in 
need during the holidays. 
 
Exchange homemade gifts or gifts of time.  Exchange jars of your best homemade soup at your 
singles Christmas parties.  Bake cookies and host a “swap” for your prayer group.  Donate yard 
work for an elderly friend or baby-sit for a single parent or couple who need a weekend getaway. 
 
For more ideas for the holiday and all year round, consult Treasury of Celebrations: Create 
Celebrations that Reflect your values and Don’t cost a thing and Don’t Cost the Earth, edited by 
Carolyn Pogue [Alternatives, (800) 821-6153; www.SimpleLiving.org  
 
UMC.org is the official online ministry of The United Methodist Church 
©2006 United Methodist Communications 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
Sunday, December 17th 

3:00 pm 
 

Edith Ward’s Students Piano Recital 
Join us in the Sanctuary.  



Memorial Poinsettias 2006 
If you would like to order Poinsettias through the church to 
present during the Christmas Season In Memory of Your 
Loved Ones or In Honor of Your Loved Ones, please fill out 
the form below and return it with your payment of $6.50 per 
plant to our church secretaries. 
 

 
ALL ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17TH. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the church office at 547-6114. 
 
You may pick up your poinsettia after the second Christmas Eve. If you are unable to 
attend either service, we would appreciate it if you would make arrangements for someone 
to pick up your flower(s). Poinsettias left after Sunday, December 31st will be given 
away. If you are available to help deliver flowers, contact Carol Fennimore. Thanks! 
 

Memorial Poinsettias 2006 
 

Please order __________ plant(s) at $6.50 each. My payment is included. 
1. Presented by _______________________________________  
 in loving MEMORY of ________________________________  
 in HONOR of _____________________________________  
2. Presented by _______________________________________  
 in loving MEMORY of ________________________________  
 in HONOR of _____________________________________  
3. Presented by _______________________________________  
 in loving MEMORY of ________________________________  
 in HONOR of _____________________________________  



Sunday, December 24th  8:15am  
          Contemporary Service 

Sunday, December 24th  10:45am  
          Christmas Cantata 

Sunday, December 24th  7pm 
          Family Christmas Eve Service 

Sunday, December 24th  10pm 
          Traditional Christmas Eve Service 
Sunday, December 31st    TBA 
          Love Feast Service 

The Love Feast 
The Love Feast, or Agape Meal, is a Christian fellowship meal recalling the meals Jesus shared with 
disciples during his ministry and expressing the koinonia (community, sharing, fellowship) enjoyed by 
the family of Christ. 

Although its origins in the early church are closely interconnected with the origins of the Lord’s 
Supper, the two services became quite distinct and should not be confused with each other. While 
the Lord’s Supper has been practically universal among Christians throughout church history, the 
Love Feast has appeared only at certain times and among certain denominations. 

The modern history of the Love Feast began when Count Zinzendorf and the Moravians in 
Germany introduced a service of sharing food, prayer, religious conversation, and hymns in 1727. 
John Wesley first experienced it among the Moravians in Savannah, Georgia, ten years later. His 
diary notes: “After evening prayers, we joined with the Germans in one of their love-feasts. It was 
begun and ended with thanksgiving and prayer, and celebrated in so decent and solemn a manner as 
a Christian of the apostolic age would have allowed to be worthy of Christ.” 

It quickly became a feature of the Evangelical Revival and a regular part of Methodist society 
meetings in Great Britain and throughout the English-speaking world. As Methodists immigrated to 
North America the made Love Feasts an important part of early American Methodism. 

While Love Feasts became less frequent in the years that followed, they continued to be held in 
some places; and in recent years the Love Feast has been revived. Love Feasts have often been held 
at Annual Conferences and Charge Conferences, where persons may report on what God has been 
doing in their lives and on the hope and trust they place in God for the future.  (The United Methodist 
Book of Worship, 581) 



AUMC Youth Group Schedule of Events 
 

GOT LOVE?  WE DO! 
Sunday nights from 6:30-7:30 

 
7th to 12th graders welcome 

 
DECEMBER 2006 

 
(Sat.) 2nd: Holiday Ham Dinner Fundraiser for YG ☺ 

     Come to the kitchen at 2:30 pm or after to help!   
     We have the perfect job for you!  Dress in dark pants and 

white shirts or a Keswick shirt.   
     Bring a dessert, please! ☺ 
 

3rd:  No meeting!  Relax after working at the dinner! 
 
10th:  Live Nativity  6:30-8:30  Sign up soon! 
 
17th:  Regular meeting! 
 
24th:  No meeting!  Hope to see you at the Christmas Eve      Service! 
 
31st:  No meeting!  New Year’s Eve!  Make some spiritual resolutions to 

draw closer to God! 
 

Important Contact Information: 
Paris and Joes’ cell:  856-904-0296 

Email:  Joenparis@comcast.net for Paris and Joe 



My Christmas Story 
 
I call this “My Christmas Story”, and I feel God wants me to share it with you. 
 
Last December was a stressful time for me as I’m sure it is for a lot of people. 
 
One day I had to take off from work to take care of one of my daughters, who was home sick.  
As she dozed on the couch, I sat in the recliner and cried to myself.  There wasn’t enough time to 
do everything that needed to be done in the few remaining weeks before Christmas: once again I 
didn’t bake Christmas cookies; who else did I need to shop for; when was I going to find the 
time to do that; where was the money to come from; and on and on. 
 
I realized that all this was the material Christmas not the real Christmas, so I closed my eyes and 
prayed to Jesus for help.  I read some material from Church containing Advent prayers and the 
words to the song “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”.  I sat and silently prayed and sang. 
 
The phone rang and I picked it up.  It was a woman from a dog shelter.  We had put our dog to 
sleep a couple months before, but were unable to pay the entire bill at once.  This was a the 
woman who had generously allowed us to pay a small amount from each paycheck until paid in 
full; so that’s what we had been doing for 3 months.  I had just mailed our next to last payment, 
and I was afraid she was calling to say she didn’t receive the check I’d sent.  But this morning 
she had called to thank me for keeping my word and consistently sending the payments.  And in 
the spirit of Christmas she told me not to mail the final payment next week, but instead to keep 
that money for my Christmas!  I couldn’t believe it.  I thanked her and we wished each other a 
very Merry Christmas and we hung up.  But wait… 
 
Before I could even call my husband to tell him, the phone rang aga in.  Again it was this woman.  
As a matter of fact, she told me, she had my previous check in her hand and she was tearing it 
up! 
 
How can anyone say that God doesn’t answer prayers! 
 
In answer to mine, I had “extra” money at Christmas time, but more importantly, I got another 
lesson in the power of prayer. 
 
Merry Christmas! 
 
Darlene Fitzgerald 



You are invited to the Traditional Holiday Ham Dinner 

Sponsored by the Youth Group 

To benefit the cost of the Mid-Winter Advance Retreat at America’s Keswick 
Conference Center 

after the United Methodist Women’s Christmas Bazaar (December 2, 2006) 

Menu   

Sliced Honey Ham with Pineapple 

  Homemade Scalloped Potatoes  

Green Beans  

Fresh Fruit Cup  

Dinner Roll  

Selection of Hot and Cold Beverages   

Your choice of Homemade Dessert  

Price per dinner  

Adults: $10  

Children 10 and under: $5  

 Take out is available! 

Serving from 4:30 to 6:30 

Saturday, December 2, 2006 

 Come and enjoy a delicious dinner with your family and friends and support a 
worthy cause! 

See any Youth Group Leader for more information. 



THE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
 

 
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR AND TEA -  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2006 - 1 PM 
FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 
SET UP TIME FOR BAZAAR -  

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2006 AT 1 PM 
 

DROP OFF TIMES 
 

BAKED GOODS AND NEW ITEMS CAN BE DROPPED OFF: 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2006 AFTER 1 PM 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2006 AFTER 11 AM. 

 
 

Annual Christmas Bazaar 
 

Saturday, December 2nd 

2-4:30pm 
 
 
Come to Fellowship Hall and peruse the wonderful selection of Christmas 

Decorations, Hand-crafted items and yummy baked goods. 
 



 

Yes!!!  And we need YOU! 
Our Church’s Annual Live Nativity and Open 

House has been scheduled for 
 

Sunday, December 10th 

(Raindate December 17th) 
6:00pm-8:30pm 

 

We need the congregation not to just come and 
enjoy the pageant but to be God’s workers. 

 

Needed (for all or part of the evening): 
?  People to portray the Holy Family and their visitors (Shepherds, 
Angels, Wise Men) 
?  Hosts and Hostess to greet, guide and mingle with visitors 
during the Open House  
?  People to help with decorating the Fellowship Hall (Gym) 
?  People to help with set-up and clean-up 
?  People to provide yummy Christmas goodies 
?  People to pray that the experience will spread Christ into our 
Community 

 
Name: ______________________________________ 
Phone Number: _________________ 
 
For additional information see Diane Stanley or Bob Kondras 



 
 

JANUARY NEWSLETTER deadline is: 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10th  

 
If you have a completed announcement before that date, feel free to submit it early.   Feel 

free to email your article via email.  Please, no late submissions. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Shut-in of the Month 
 

During the month of December, please remember Bill Stephens - a special man who is 
unable to worship with us.  Our entire Congregation is encouraged to remember him this 
month with your cards, prayers and even a phone call.  ☺ 
 
Bill Stephens 
Kressonview Nursing Center 
Room 105 
2601 Evesham Road 
Voorhees, NJ 08043 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Food Pantry Week! 
on 

    December 10th, 2006 

If your family’s last name begins with: 

A-F                please bring               2 cans of Soup  

G-R                please bring            2 cans of Veggies 

S-Z                 please bring             Paper Products 
 (1 Pkg. Toilet Paper, 1 Roll Paper Towels OR 1 Box of Tissues) 

 
Please bring items only on designated Sundays and place in wicker basket. If you miss one month, 
bring it the next month. 



From Pastor Walt…Christmas 2006 
 
     Christmas is coming quickly.  Some have told me that they have already completed 
their Christmas shopping.  Others will be running to sales or staring at a computer screen 
as they shop online.  Maybe you are like me and pick out you own presents (that way you 
don’t have to return them!).  We all have our personal shopping lists…family, friends, 
Secret Santa gifts and the like.  Maybe you like to donate to church or charities at 
Christmas.  Our Bishop has suggested that Christians donate 10% of what they normally 
spend on Christmas gifts to the Lord’s Work.  Still, I find it odd that with all the gifts we give 
during this wonderful season, we sometimes forget to give a present to the One whose 
birthday we celebrate, Jesus Christ.  If we do remember to give a gift it’s often spiritual 
“fruit cake” (which I actually like, but most don’t) or something we have “regifted” (passing 
on a gift you were given you didn’t want of need).   Why not give our Lord something he 
really wants this Christmas?   Here are a couple of gift suggestions… 
     The greatest gift you can give our Lord is YOU!  “How do I do that?” you may ask.   
Realize that the whole purpose of Christ’s coming was to restore the broken relationship 
between God and humanity.  Ask God’s forgiveness for all your failures, mistakes, and sins.  
Invite Jesus Christ into your heart and life and let him take charge.  God made us and 
knows how to fix us; Jesus was the way he chose to do it.  “But God demonstrates his own 
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us, “ Romans 5:8.  Let’s make 
sure we give God what he really wants.  I guarantee you he will not return the gift. 
     And while we are at it, I suggest we bring someone else with us when we come to the 
Lord.  Let me clarify this.  We cannot force anyone to put their trust in Jesus Christ.  It is a 
personal choice, an act of free-will.  Remember the old saying, “You can lead a horse to 
water, but you can’t make him drink?”  This is true when it comes to inviting folks to meet 
Jesus.  We can lead them (with help from the Holy Spirit), but they have to decide whether 
of not they drink the “Living Water.”  All too frequently, Christians don’t even bother leading 
folks to Jesus anymore.  “I don’t want to offend them” or “it doesn’t matter what a person 
believes as long as they are sincere,” are excuses I hear.  Where do people get these 
ideas?  Certainly not from the Bible or our Christian tradition.   Jesus said “I am the Way, 
the Truth and the Life.”  He did not say he was a way, a truth or a life.  If we believe Jesus 
told the truth about himself then it follows we take seriously his command to “make 
disciples.”  A natural place to start is to tell folks about Jesus and invite them to worship.  
What better time to bring people to church than Christmas?  People are already thinking 
about the reason for the season.  They are more likely to be open to come to a special 
Christmas program, our Live Nativity, or Christmas worship than anything else the rest of 
the year.  And don’t let people bamboozle you by saying “I’m Catholic, Baptist, etc.”  They 
may once have been but ask if they are attending a church regularly and you will hear, 
“Well, no.”  Invite them…even better, bring them to church with you!  Read through this 
newsletter and you will see many opportunities for worship and celebration as well as 
several styles. 
     So bring Jesus a gift this Christmas…give him all of you and bring someone along.  On 
Christmas Eve alone we have four worship services.  Let’s fill up the pews not just with our 
members, but with folks who do not attend worship anywhere.  Give them an opportunity 
to meet the Jesus whose birth we celebrate and in so doing, give our Lord the gift he wants.   
On behalf of Carol, Walter, and Miles, I wish you a Blessed Christmas.  Thank you for your 
prayers and support this past year.  We thank God for our Church family look forward to 
2006 with anticipation of the great things God has in store for all of us! 

Pastor Walt, Carol, Walter, & Miles 


